18. (Original) The conditioning system for sterilizing products of claim 16 wherein 
said tunnel includes at least four stages including a preheating stage, a heating stage, a holding 
stage and a cooling stage. 



19. (Original) The conditioning system for sterilizing products of claim 16 wherein 
each of said stages has opposing parallel top and bottom walls and opposing parallel sidewalls so 
that said tunnel has a substantially rectangular cross section. 



20. (Previously Presented) The conditioning system for sterilizing products of claim 
1 5 wherein each stage includes an inlet for introducing cleaning liquid from the exterior of said 
tunnel into the interior of said stage and an outlet allowing cleaning liquid to drain from said 
stage. 



TELEPHONE INTERVIEW SUMMARY 



A telephone interview was held on January 29, 2010 between the undersigned and 
Examiner Kevin Joyner. During this interview, Applicant’s discussed Claim 4 of the present 
Application in view of Akutsu (U.S. Patent No. 4,809,596), Lipoma (U.S. Patent No. 3,71 8,082) 
and Ruozi (U.S. Patent No. 5,074,200). 
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After a discussion concerning Applicant’s invention and these three references, it was 
agreed that Applicant’s invention appeared to be patentable. However, the Examiner opined that 
Applicant’s claim language concerning the positioning of the microwave sources should be 
clarified in view of Ruozi. Specifically, Fig. 4 of Ruozi discloses microwave sources 24 
projecting in from the left and right sides of a chamber. In response to Applicant’s argument that 
products are not positioned between such microwave sources, the Examiner opined that one 
could interpret the center package C as between such sources. 

Nevertheless, it was agreed that Ruozi did not suggest Applicant’s invention wherein the 
packages are positioned between microwave sources so that microwave energy is emitted from 
opposite sides of the package. Instead, it was agreed that the opposing microwave sources of 
Ruozi emitted microwave energy from only one side of the packaging. To this end, the Examiner 
provided great assistance in drafting additional claim language, which has been introduced 
above, to clarify that Applicant’s invention is limited to a quadrilateral structure wherein 
microwave energy from a first microwave source emanates from one side of a product and 
microwave energy emanates from the second microwave sources from the opposite side of the 
products. 

With this clarification, and introduction of additional claim language, it was agreed that 
the claims were allowable over Akutsu, Lipoma, and Ruozi. However, the Examiner indicated 
that he may be required to conduct additional searching in connection with this case. 
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CONCLUSION 



Claims 4-6 and 15 - 20 are believed to be in condition for allowance and notice thereof 
is respectfully requested. If there are any remaining issues that need to be resolved, it is 
requested that a telephone call be placed to the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted. 



David G. Duckworth 
Registration No. 39,516 
Attorney for Applicant 
Telephone: (949) 724-1255 
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